Spread over the next three pages is the text from the first Bulletin of:

DUDLEY CANAL TRUST PRESERVATION SOCIETY

BULLETIN NO.1.

Editorial.

This is the first of a series of monthly newsletters to be issued by the Society. If the scheme is a success, it is hoped to increase the size of the publication to bring it up to the standard of the magazines issued by similar Societies. It is hoped that the bulletin will bring the membership together, so that everyone will have the chance to participate in the Societies work on the canal, and its social activities, of which many interesting excursions, including visits to other canals will be arranged.

Owing to lack of communication, many members have herded little of the fight for the retention of the Tunnel and its canals. This is being ably fought on your behalf, and prospects, I am happy to say are brighter. When the Earl of Dudley was taken through by the Society it was suggested that a company be set up to lease the Tunnel and canal from its owners, British Waterways, pay for the alterations to the now famous tunnel portal at Tipton, and then proceed to develop the tunnel as a boating centre and a general amenity, and to make it pay for itself. The idea was accepted and prospective share holders were found. Members of the Society accounted for a great amount of the shares, the Earl of Dudley being the greatest contributor, the Society being the next. It is now in the hands of the Earl of Dudley’s solicitors.



 The Society, having now almost certainly achieved its primary object, is far from being a contented body of people sinking slowly and peacefully into oblivion, in fact our trials have only just begun. We have taken on the task of running the canal on behalf of the Company, so now we must turn ourselves into canal builders. Very soon, the lease will be signed, and we will have a shallow, muddy, weed-choked waterway to turn into a centre of canal activity, the largest on the Birmingham canal. This indeed is a challenge. It will test the powers of the Society to the utmost. We must, however, be prepared for this task, and this means that the ordinary members of the society must help if this venture is to be a success, for remember, the most efficient committee will not achieve great things without the support of the members it works for. Never before has such a young society as ourselves been entrusted with a waterway and it is

most important that this venture is a success. We must follow in the footsteps of the Stratford Upon Avon Canal, which has been reclaimed

under the supervision of our Vice President Mr David Hutchings. The rebuilding at Stratford is almost finished, now we must begin.








You’re Editor,








J. H. Gittings.

________________________


The Society is administrated by a committee, which will be in office until the A.G.M. which be held early next year. It comprises:-

President.
Dr.  J. M. Fletcher.

Secretary. 
R. G. Amott.

Treasurer. 
A. Garnell.

Gen/Mng. 
D. A. Gittings.

Editor. 

J. H. Gittings.

Membership.
D. Ambler.

Publicity.
J. Atkins.

Social.

L & A. Ledbury.

Programme.
G. Smallshire.

Without Portfolio



S. Sherwood.



P. Dodds.



V. Smallshire.



J. Westwood.

____________________________

DOWN THE CUT


Since the Society started there have been small working parties trying to improve the derelict appearance of the canal. Tons of timber and debris have been removed, and weed cutting will soon be started to widen the channel made by our boats. However, we have only managed to stop the situation deteriorating further, and larger working parties are required. We have recently appointed a Canal Manager, who from now on, will be responsible for organising working parties, boat trips, and other activities on the canal. Members are asked to contact the canal manager if they are available to help on the working parties. All will be welcome. Please come and help to renovate the canal.

____________________________

SOCIAL EVENTS.

Standedge Tunnel.


Following a recent visit to Standedge Tunnel on the Huddersfield Narrow Canal, by certain members of the Society, another trip is being organised for the general membership. This tunnel is longer than Dudley, Being 5,415yds long. This most interesting bore is the only canal tunnel under the Pennnines. For much of its length it is cut through solid rock and only lined in certain parts. The tunnel is now used for drainage and ventilation of the nearby railway tunnels and the trip through is made more interesting by bouncing over roof falls and roar of trains in the adjoining tunnels. It is officially abandoned and no traffic has passed through it for many years, the canal at both ends being unnavigable. The trip is being arranged specially with British waterways, their inspection being used for the passage through. We cannot accommodate more than 28 people on the trip and of course it is at your own risk. It will cost £2 per person including the coach.
Safety Note.


Although it is at your own risk, British waterways say that they would rather take people through this tunnel than our own.

______________________-

The Severn Tunnel.

Arrangements are being made for a visit to the Severn Railway Tunnel. It is hoped to obtain permission to visit it and the pumping stations at either end, which prevent the tunnel from becoming flooded. The trip will cost 25/- and will be run on Sun. Nov. 1st. 

Those interested in either of the above events are invited to contact the secretary, R. G. Amott.

___________________________-

November 5th Celebrations.


It is hopped to run a Nov 5th fireworks party at the tunnel. For details see Bulletin No2.

________________________-

SOCIETY MEETINGS


The Society will hold informal meetings every fortnight from 29th Sept at the Park Hotel, Victoria Road, Tipton. The first will comprise a talk and slide on the tunnel. All are welcome.
If members have any points of interest or material which will be of interest to other members, please send them to me. J.H.G.
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The four pictures on this and the next page were taken on 6th September 1964, the same month as the first “BULLETIN” was produced. Both pictures on this page feature the approach canal at Tipton.

[image: image2.jpg]



[image: image3.jpg]



Top: Castle Mill Basin.

Bottom: Trip boat emerging from Dudley tunnel at Parkhead.
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