The (continuing) Diaries of a DCT Skipper (Retired)
While working as a skipper for the tripping company in the late 90’s, I kept a brief diary so that I could monitor the performance of the batteries and record the work hours I was completing.  When I left this employment, the diaries were filed in the mandatory ‘junk draw’ in the kitchen and there they lay till just recently. Below are a few more entries, although not world changing, give a brief insight in to the day to day activities.   

25 May 1998

Sv (starting voltage)80.1            Fv (finishing voltage)72.8
Start:0900
Finish:1815

Weather: sunny periods / warmer
Trips: 1200 (time) – 47(passengers);  1300 – 47; 1350 – 49, 1440 – 43; 1600 - 47
Quicker start due to bank holiday.  Chas in first at 1030, then Dunc, Mike and finally me.  Lads fishing in Castlemill basin.  This is fine. They lift their fishing rods when we pass and wave at the passengers.  Feel a bit safer with them there as we have no security over the top of the basin today. 1300 – one passenger (a young lad) was sea sick, a first for the town of Dudley.  Had to clear it up before starting the trip.  Last rip (Dunc) in at 1645. Nb SCCC tried the tunnel gauge and fitted. May tow through in the am.
26 May 1998

Sv 80.1        Fv 74.8
Start:0900
Finish:1800
(all overtime)    Weather: overcast and showery
Trips: 1130 – 48; 1330 – 51; 1500 - 39
Chas towed the first boat of the year through.  1330 boat slightly over booked.  Another first for me today, on the safety talk I mentioned the safety chain running down the one side of the tunnel at which point nearly every passenger on that side got up and peered over to look.  This set the precedence for the whole trip where every one seemed to migrate around the boat depending on what was being pointed out; a bit disconcerting to be honest.  Carlton tv in the Black Country Museum filming an episode of Morse (The Wench is dead -AP). William charged in the mine.
(an interesting point here is that Duncan used to come to work on his bike, clad in his bright blue lycra cycling shorts and top,  and take a short cut through the Black Country Museum.  A few days in to the filming of The Wench is Dead, shots were required of the canal bridge in the middle of the village, and so to avoid any visitors in 20th century dress being accidently caught on film, an early morning shot was arranged.  Come the morning, after hours of preparing, all actors are in place, everything is as it should be, the director calls “action” and the cameras pan across a mist layered canal  bridge just as a luminous blue, lycra clad figure flies by. The directors words were unrecorded unfortunately) 

28 May 1998

Sv 78.1        Fv 71.4
Start:0700
Finish:1800

Weather: overcast / sunny periods
Trips: Left Tipton 0700 – arrive Parkhead 0755
          
Left P/Head 0830 – arrive Tipton 0950

1130 – 46; 1240 – 47; 1340 – 47; 1440 – 38 (school); 1540 - 47

Wolverhampton Boat Club gathering at Parkhead. Towed through Styvra III– uneventful tow. Chas and Nick also towed through 2 of their boats. 1240 trip – kids above Castlemill basin being verbal – no security again.  Nick in today to do some tripping on George.  He forgot his remote control (to start the show in Singing Cavern) so went in late, which created a knock on effect so chasing time on every trip.  Chas is in pain today so he’s a bit grumpy.  Hurt his back, hips and knee so he shouldn’t be in really.  Long day for him as he’s got to take Wolverhampton Boat Club on an evening trip in to the mines for 3 hours.
30 May 1998

Sv 77.6        Fv 74.9
Start:0900
Finish:1730

Weather: Warm and sunny
Trips: 1245 – 50; 1340 – 51; 1500 - 39
Full service on William (boat). All ok but one passenger lamp packed up, so replaced. For some unknown reason the temp assistant in the booking office is getting a bit mixed up with the numbers.  The 1340 was very tight.  It’s annoying when a passenger wont budge up to make room even though they’ve got at least 8 inches of spare seating either side of them. I shouted out the “18 inches per bum allowed” statement to try to make some room and failed, but did at least offend 3 of the passengers who wouldn’t make room.  1500 trip went in light.  Couldn’t find some of my passengers as Dunc had them on his boat.  This was balanced up though when some of his passengers turned up late so I took them on mine.  This is all getting very silly.  
(note: to overcome this we created a system whereby  signs were erected by the boarding points, and a PA system installed in the booking office.  Five minutes prior to a trip someone would call out the trip time and state which boarding point was to be used.  This helped because it could be heard all up the towpath and brought, not only the relevant passengers in, but also potential passengers down in to the office.  This was used to great effect for two years until it was stopped by the company for reasons unknown)
A J Parker
