Diaries of a DCT Skipper

Not long after the bells had stopped ringing in the new year, I started  the annual task of clearing out all the junk from a kitchen draw (everyone has a kitchen draw just for junk).  Apart from the usual bits of string, half sticks of chalk, twenty Morrisons carrier bags in various states of condition and an assortment of curtain hooks and nails, I came across two A5 booklets that looked vaguely familiar.  On opening the first the memories came flooding back; they were my trip diaries ‘wot’ I wrote while working as a DCT skipper in the late 90’s.  A comfy chair beckoned and the junk draw closed for another 12 months.

The reason behind the diary was purely one of maintenance.  My vocational background is electrical, and I decided to monitor the boats’ batteries in relationship to the amount of work they were doing.  I hoped (indeed succeeded to some degree anyway) to foresee problems before they developed by recording the voltage at the start and finish of each tripping day.  This information was recorded in the books along with the date and the times of any trips taken.  As an addition I made a note of the weather and any general comments about the day’s activities.  As a result I now have a unique record of events from a Skippers point of view.  Below, I have selected a few entries that you may find interesting. They are not monumental events, but do give a snap shot of some of the happiest years of my working life.  

08 May 1998

Sv (starting voltage)80.2            Fv (finishing voltage)75
Start:0900
Finish:1700

Weather: warm and sunny

Trips: 1430 (time) – 22(passengers):  1545 – 31

Nick (Fazey – then operations manager) bought a local MP for the 1530 trip (Chas on Electra) complete with all the press etc.  All were dressed in trendy suits and shaded sunglasses.  Watched them all embark and proceed to light up their cigarettes.  When they had all lit we then proceeded to tell them to put them all out.  William (the boat) charged in the mine (Singing Cavern)
09 May 1998

Sv 80            Fv 76.2

Start:0900
 Finish:1700

Weather: warm and sunny

Trips: 1400 – 30:  1630 – 47

Full service on William (check battery water and cell voltages), tighten stern tube, check radio etc).  Patrolled Castlemill between trips (for security).  While Mike Reynolds was in the tunnels, walked over to find the entrance to Dark Cavern.  Found tram lines.  Boat tried the tunnel gauge in the evening and cleared with just 1cm clearance. They have requested a tow through to Parkhead in the morning.  William not charged.
10 May 1998

Sv 75.8  Fv 74.1

Start:0900
Finish:1700

Weather: Sunny intervals / cooler
Trips: 1330 – 47:  1500 – 47

NB Southlands tried the gauge again this morning.  Unfortunately the water level had raised and she no longer fitted.  The crew were disappointed when told they couldn’t make the passage through to Parkhead.  Installed heavy duty starting batteries in JCB and tried the generator again – success!!  William charged in mine.
02 June 1998

Sv 77.1  Fv 76.4

Start:0900
Finish:2045

Weather: Heavy rain

Trips: 1430 – 4:  1900 – 48

A boat tried the tunnel gauge and fitted.  Unfortunately passage was refused as the tug was already ‘booked’ to take 2 BW engineers through the tunnel to Parkhead.  The question was asked if the boat could be towed at the same time as taking the BW engineers through.  The BW engineers refused.  Staff and boaters were not amused. (Note: this boat tried the gauge the next day but the level had risen so the boat couldn’t make the passage through)
A J Parker
